




Revision/Modification/Change of I and II semester B.A. Syllabus in Anthropology to the 

students who are enrolling for the academic year 2024-25-reg 

Major -1 

B.A. I-semester 

Title of the course: Social Cultural Anthropology 

  

Number of Credits Number of lecture hours/semester 

5                   52 or 56 

 52/56Hrs 

Unit – 1                                                                                                                            10/11 

Introduction to Socio-Cultural Anthropology: Meaning, Scope and Relevance 

of Socio-Cultural Anthropology, Relationship of Socio-Cultural Anthropology 

with other disciplines (History, Economics, Political Science, Psychology), 

Distinctiveness of Social Cultural Anthropology from Sociology).   

 

Unit - 2 10/11 

Marriage:Definition, Problems of Universal Definition of Marriage, Nature and 

Functions of Marriage, Types of Marriage: Monogamy, Polygamy, Polygeny, 

Polyandry, Rules of Marriage: 1. Prohibitive Rules: Incest Taboo, Exogamy, 

Endogamy, Hypergamy (Anuloma), Hypogamy (Pratiloma), 2. Preferential Rules: 

Parallel Cousin, Cross Cousin Marriage, Mother’s Younger Brother and Mother’s 

daughter's marriage, Levirate, Sororate. Marriage Payments: Bride Price/Bride 

Wealth, Dowry.                                                           

 

 Unit - 3 10/11 

Family: Meaning and Definition, Characteristics of Family, Functions of Family, 

Types of Family, Evolution of Family, Characteristics of Joint Family, Merits and 

Demerits of Joint Family, Change in Family.                                                                                            

 

Unit - 4 10/11 

Kinship System: The Concept of Kinship: Explanations of Kinship Terms, 

Kinship Rule: Consanguineal Rule, Affinal Rule. Category of Kin: Primary, 

Secondary and Tertiary, Function of Kinship: Biological, Social, Economic, 

Religious and Political, Kinship Terminology: Classificatory and Descriptive 

Kinship Terminology, Lineage: Matrilineage, Patrilineage, Clan: Matriclan and 

Patriclan, Hindu clan (Gotra), Tribal clan, 

 

 



Unit - 5 10/11 

Principles of Descent: Unilineal, Bilateral and Cognatic Principle of Descent, 

Matrilineality, Patrilineality and Double Descent. Inheritance Rule: Patrilineal 

Inheritance (Primogeniture & Ultimogeniture), Matrilineal-Patrilineal Inheritance. 

Succession Rule: Patrilineal Succession, Matrilineal Successio, Phratry, Moiety, 

Totem and Totemism.    

 

 

Text Books 

1. Beals & Hoijer 1954 An introduction to Anthropology; New York: Macmillan.  

2. Honigmann J J. 1973. Handbook of Cultural and Social Anthropology, R & Mc Nally Co, 

Chicago. 

3. Kroeber, A.L. 1948 Anthropology, New York : Harcourt 

4. Russel Barnard 2011.Research Methods in Anthropology, Altamira Press, New York. 

 

References 

1. Ember & Ember 1977 Anthropology, Englewood Cliffs. NJ : Prentice Hall.  

2. Evans - Pritchard 1954 Social Anthropology, London: Cohen & West  

3. Fox R, 1967. Kinship and Marriage, Cambridge University Press. 

4. Herskovits M.J. 1960. Man and His Works, New York: Knopf Pub. 

5. Kluckhohn Clyde 1950 Mirror for Man, London; Harrap 

6. Linton R. 1936. The Study of Man: An Introduction, Appleton-Century 

7. Madan & Majumdar 1956 Introduction to Social Anthropology, Bombay: Asia Publishers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Major -1 

B.A. II-semester 

Number of Theory Credits Number of lecture hours/semester 

4 52 or 56 

 52/56Hrs 

Unit – 1                                                                                                                            10/11 

Meaning and scope of Biological Anthropology, History and Development of 

Biological Anthropology. Relationship of Biological Anthropology with other 

Biological Sciences and its relationship with other Biological Sciences. 

 

Unit - 2 10/11 

Founders of Evolutionary Theories viz., Lamarck and his works, Darwin and his 

works. Criteria for classification of animals in animal kingdom Early forms of 

human ancestors, i.e. Lemuriforms and Tarsiforms , their morphology and 

distribution. 
 

 

 Unit - 3 10/11 

Structure and Function of Human Cell. Difference between Human and Animal 

Cell. Somatic Cells and Sex Cells. 

 

Unit - 4 10/11 

Fossil evidences for human evolution 

a) Australopithecines 

b) Pithecanthropus 

c) Neanderthal man 

d) Homo erectus 

e) Homo sapiens 

 

Unit - 5 10/11 

Different Races of the world. Morphology of different Races. Criteria for Racial 

Classification. 

 

 

 

 



Text Books  

1. Das B.M. 1997 Outlines of Physical Anthropology, Allahabad: Kitab Mahal. 

2. Jurmain R., K. L., Trevathan W., Ciochon R.L. 2012. Introduction to Physical 

Anthropology. Wadsworth Publications, USA. 

3. Montague Ashley 1964. ‘The Origin and Evolution of Man’, Glencoe, Free Press. 

4. Nath P. 2018. Physical Anthropology, Higher Publishers, New Delhi. 

5. Rami Reddy R. 1991. Physical Anthropology: Evolution and Genetics, Tirupati: V. Indira 

Publishers. 

6. Sarkar, R.M. Fundamentals of Physical Anthropology. 

7. Stein & Rowe 1976. The New Physical Anthropology, New York: McGraw Hill. 

 

References 

1. Bhattacharya, D.K.  An Outline of Indian Prehistory. Delhi: Palaka Prakashana, 1998. 

2. Clarke, G. and S. Piggott, Prehistoric Cultures. Harmondsworth: Penguin Books. 1971. 

3. Hammond Peter B. (ed) 1964. Physical Anthropology and Archaeology, New York: Mac 

Millan (selected readings) 

4. Howells. F. Clark and the Editors of the Early Man (Life Nature Library). 

5. Indera P. Singh and M. K. Bhasin, 1989. Anthropometry: A Laboratory Manual on 

Biological Anthropology, Kamla-Raj Enterprises, Delhi. 

6. Jagadeesh V. 2005.  ‘Manavashastra’, CVG Publications, Bangalore. 

7. Oakley, K.P. Man, the Toolmaker. Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1957. 

8. Rami Reddy. V. Elements of Prehistory. New Delhi: Mittal Publications, 1987. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


