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As you may know that the "Scheme for Promotion of Academic and Research
Collaboration (SPARC)" is one of the flagship programmes of the Ministry of Education. The
Scheme aims at improving the research ecosystem of India's Higher Education Institutions by
supportin 'oint research proposals ~nd facilitating academic and research collaborations between
.In Jqn nstit!lJions q,1]..Q .th~ b_estfQrei ..1], inS1il:!ltLQ:IJ~1iQ!lL.~.,!;1f ,~,9.t~Q.1"!i\tiQ.!J~.,(U.SA->,"IlK,~Oe.n.mmY,;.. _._...
A s ra ia, Austria, Denmark, France, Canada, Italy, China, Hong Kong, Japan, Singapore, Russia,
Israel, Switzerland, Sweden, Netherlands, South Africa, South Korea, Norway, portugal, New
-.= ~ ~ - - -:- . "_ --:!- - - - - ~ - -~ - - '" ....... ~ -

Zealand, Taiwan, Belgium, Spain, Brazil, and Finland) to jointly create knowledge that can
address and offer solutions to pi'ooleliis ~6fn:atibiial and/or lnternaticualrelevance. "Since 2018, 199
proposals have been approved under §P ARC in four phases,

2. As agreed by G20 nations in the "New Delhi Leader's Declaration" during India's G20
_presidtmcyirt 2023, the focused researchthemes ul!ayr SPARC were reprioritizedto align them.
-with~.our national strategic.. interests, and global priorities The scheme now focuses on 12
areas identified by Empowered Committee for Industry & Intenlational Collaborations (ECnC),
namely: . ~ ~

• Advanced Materials; Rare-earth & Critical Minerals;
• Energy, Sustainability and Climate Change;
• Agri'& Food Tccht161ogles;'
• Semiconductors;
• Advanced Computing (Supercomputing, AI, Quantum Computing);
• Healthcare & MedTech;
• Space and Defence;
• Next-Gen Communications;
• Disaster Management & Resilient Infrastructure;
• Blue Economy;
• Smart Cities & Mobility and
• Manufacturing & Industry 4.0.

-..____
3. Eligibility Criteria for participating Higher Education Institutions under SPARC is as
under: '

Indian Institutes that satisfy any of the below criteria: -
• Top lOO HEIs as er NIRF rankin in 'Overall' or all 'Subject-wise' categories.(The link

or NIRF ranking: https:llwww.nirfindia.org/Home)

-------------------~------.----_ ...--.-.-..-..._".~ -~~.. ~_ ....~ CQDL.-,-,· .:.:..../- _
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o 'All Central Universities and. Institutes of National Importance. (The
https://www.education.gov.inJcentral-unive~')ities) (The link
hrtps./ /www.ed}lcatioll.gOYinLi11stitutions-n~!ic?~1al-~p~?~3!.lc~)_

link for CUs:
for [NT:

_________ -Il1n[l'tue~r:.un,aati.on.a.U.llStitutes
• Top 800 HEIs based on the latest.QS World Ranking from 28 selected nations. (Link QS

World-ranking: https:llwww.topuniversities.com/world-university-rankings) and (Link for
all partner countries in SPARC: https:l/sparc.iitkgp.ac.in!pattner_countries.php)

• Foreign Institutes may also be outside QS 800 rankings, if recommended by the Institute
Coordinator (IC) & approved by ECIlC (Empowered Committee for Industry &
International Collaborations) subject to proposals relevance based on strategic priorities.

• International LaboratorieslResearch Organizations
• Under 'Nature Index' world ranking (top 100) or with eminent personalities/experts like

Noble Laureates.

4. A pro osal £ .oint research or training project pertaining to identified themes under
, __ . ----~-.-SPA"R- 'h-as-ro-b-e--submi·tted-by-tm-..ffl .~...a...t;v.r~ar....p,00j: . ~.ffi..JlC{! r1t;_r...z.r9,lp' will

contain at least two intenzationaljaculty members, two Indian Faculty members and at least two -
studel-1tiiresearcherspursuing. UndergraduatelPosjgraduatelPhD _or. post-doc level from each
side. The budget of ~.S.PAR<:;:Q~2j_e_ctSa.n.be up to a maximum of Rs 12 Cr. Any profosals above
Rs.5 crores must have participation of at Ieast 3 'Institutes ·(at 'least -3) of tlifferent·-types· - -

(IITslNITs1Private Institutions 'etc.) _.-=
5. The detailed uidelines and t " - -t [0 in the
SPARC website(sparc:iitk..:,ap:ac,m):1.:he Principal IrrvestigatQr-(PILwiil have to login through the
SPARe Portal-and subm-it the.duly endorsed_proP9-sal tlle~~. ... -_-_-__ -: _::.~~ ~~~- - -.~u' - - -.

6. In vie~r of the above, you are requested to widely disseminate this inforrnatiOl~ to all
faculty members of your institute for greater participation under the SPARC Scheme.--~------~------~--~--~------~----

Yours sincerely,

/v~ 71-'1"14
(Dr. Vineet Joshi)

End: As above

YCs of State UniversitieslDeemed University (PubliclPrivate)

COP); to: Shri Manish Joshi, UGC Secretary (with a request for wider circulation)
Copy for n.a, to: Prof. Rabibrata Mukherjee, Joint National Coordinator (SPARC),
[rabibrata@che.iitkgp.ac.in, 03222-281895]
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