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Introduction

Contemporary  debates and
discourses on global and domestic politics
of democracy and social justice appear to
be suffering from the poverty of
philosophy and pragmatism. According to
Herman Finer, “Democracy is not only a
philosophy, a form of government, but
also a way of life”. But, the ocean
between its philosophy and pragmatism
is itself a source of anxiety for persons
with disabilities. Absence, denial,
exclusion or restriction on use of
opportunities to participate in, and,
benefit from, any systemic process on
grounds of disability is discriminatory
hence unjust and inhuman. Can disabled
candidates sustain and swim through
Cutthroat electoral competition for
citadels of democratic power structures?
Do the fat cats and lapdogs of political
Darwinism  digest  persons  with
disabilities’ genuine demand for level
playing ground in democratic politics? Is
not democracy a means for creating a
benevolent, egalitarian and inclusive
society' capable of digesting and
deepenmg_ reasonable accommodation for
persons with disabilities? Whether union
and state governments in Indian federal
polity are  really successful in
implementing national and internatjonal
laws and policies for creation of
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opportunities  for large  seq)e
empowerment, equity, accessibility
inclusion, participation and social justicé
for persons with disabilities? Questions of
sorts have naturally been awaiting
appropriate answers. Therefore in this
paper it is attempted to examine the
empowerment of persons with disabilities
for better democracy and social justice. It
enables us to understand existing laws
and practices for the empowerment of
persons with disabilities. The term
Justice has always been a complex and
problematic one in its essentiality. Being
one of the fundamental principles of
Democracy, it has been also understood
and interpreted in varying dimensions, I
different times with regard to ¢
contemporary  political ~ and ?mml
perspectives. dJustice can be simply
defined as the quality of being just ora
state where fairness prevails. If E’P?me?
equality and fair treatment t0 all Cltlzen':
in all walks of their life. Though Oﬁ.el?;‘
is associated with the judicial beha\’wlt "
a society, more than that it also connlfi] A
to the socio/political rights ensured ziiaﬂ
society. The preamble of the 1’ the
Constitution  proclaims t.a pands
Democratic Republic of India 'bt'zeus
committed to securing to all its ¢ -Ic :
“Justice, social, economic and pOIIttlured
The right to equality which gets fed
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