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6.1 Introduction

Phytopathogens are present in all the cereal growing regions of the world, and it not
only affects the growth and seedling survival but also reduces the quality and produc-
tion of cereals (Brown et al., 2011; Weiss et al., 1987). It is estimated that the effect
of phytopathogens on cereals leads to great economic loss up to hundred billion dol-
lars every year. Neady 70%—80% of crop diseases are by fungal phytopathogens
causing significant reduction in yield and quality of cereal crops, fruits and vegetables.
Association of fungal phytopathogens with cereals and due to secretion of variety of
metabolites and toxins they are harmful to humans and animals posing threat to agri-
cultural products as become unfit for human co ption  (Chri and
Kaufmann, 1969; Goyal and Prasal, 2010). Cereals contaminating fungi are broadly
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