












 
 

1 
 

Report of Field visit and workshop organized at the Prehistoric site of Doddamolathe, Kodagu district, 
Karnataka on 19-02-2021. 

 

On 19-02-2021, a one day field visit cum workshop was conducted by the Department of Studies in 

Ancient History and Archaeology at the prehistoric site of Doddamolathe in Somwarpet taluk of Kodagu 

district. Since Doddamolathe is a centrally protected site, i.e. under the protection of the Archaeological 

Survey of India (ASI), this program was done in association with the ASI, Bengaluru Circle, Bengaluru. The 

main objective of this program was to provide an overview of Iron Age-Megalithic burials in India in 

general and Karnataka in particular. A total of 25 students of MA and Ph.D. participated in this workshop 

in addition to the permanent and temporary faculty of the Department. Shri Sunil (Conservation 

assistant, ASI, Bengaluru circle) and Dr. V. Shobha (assistant professor, Department of studies in Ancient 

History and Archaeology) co-ordinated the visit on behalf of ASI and the Department respectively. 

 

The Iron Age-megalithic burials (dolmens) at Doddamolathe are situated atop a small hillock, located in 

a valley with thick vegetation cover. The team reached the site at about 10.30 am and was welcomed by 

Shri Guru Bagi (Assistant Superintending Archaeologist, ASI, Srirangapatna) and Dr. Sujana Stephen 

(Assistant Archaeologist, ASI, Bengaluru circle). At the site, Dr. Sujana gave a detailed talk on Iron Age of 

India and the typology of Megalithic burials found in India, which was followed by interaction and 

discussion with Dr. Sujana and Shri Guru Bagi. Chandan Kumar D.M., a former student of the 

department introduced the students to the features of the burials at Doddamolathe in light of his 

dissertation work on megalithic burial sites of Kodagu district. The students then examined each of the 

50-odd burials and became familiar with the techniques of constructing such burials. They were also 

taught about the method of documenting Iron Age-megalithic burial sites. 

 

On the way back to Mysore, the team halted at another megalithic site, viz. Heggadehalli (Somwarpet 

taluk, Kodagu district), where excavations of burials were done by our Department as well as State 

Department of Archaeology in the 1970s and 90s respectively. There are just a few faint traces of burials 

at this site, where more than 500 burials once existed. This was helpful in understanding the current 

state of archaeological sites across the nation and how such sites may be identified and documented. 
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Dr. Sujana Stephen and Shri Guru Bagi interacting with the students at the  
Iron Age-Megalithic burial site of Doddamolathe 


