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Dr. Shivakant Bajpai
Superintending Archaeologist (I/C)
Archaeological Survey of India

F Wing, 5th Floor

Kendriya Sadan, Koramangala
Bengaluru

Dear Sir,

Subject: Seeking consent and cooperation for holding field workshop at Halebidu and to
accept Our invitation to be the Resource person

With reference to the above, I would like to formally inform you that we have planned to hold a
day-long field workshop on 15-02-2021 at Halebidu, where excavation is being carried out under
your direction. I am given to understand that my colleague Dr. V Shobha, who has organized and
is coordinating this event, has already communicated this to you orally. The purpose of this
workshop is to introduce the post-graduate students of our Department to the methods of
excavation and fundamentals of Hoysala architecture. We therefore request you to kindly extend
your consent and co-operation for this field workshop.

In this context, we are also pleased to invite you as a resource person and request you to kindly
address our students on aspects related to archaeological field methods.

Thanking you,

Sincerely,

8 5

10 5500
(G. Kariyappa)
Professor & Chalrman
Department of Studies
M Anclent History & Archaeology
Manasagangothrl, Mvsore-570 008
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(5" February 2021, at the excavation site of Halebidu
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Report of Field visit and workshop organized at Halebidu
on 15-02-2021.

A day-long field visit cum workshop at Halebidu was organized by the Department of Studies in Ancient
History and Archaeology (University of Mysore) at the excavation site of Halebidu for the students (both
MA and Ph.D.) of the department in association with the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), Bengaluru
circle, Bengaluru. A total of 26 students and two temporary staff (Curator and Antiquity Assistant)
participated in this program.

At Halebidu, in the premises of Parshwanatha-Shantinatha basadi complex, excavations were
undertaken by the Archaeological Survey of India, Bengaluru circle, with a view to clearing the debris
accumulated over the ruins of another basadi of the Hoysala period. The objective of the field visit cum
workshop was to introduce the students to the method and process of archaeological excavation on the
one hand and to familiarize them with the architectural features of the Hoysala temples and basadis. It
was also hoped to provide a platform for the students to interact with the archaeologists of the ASI.

Upon reaching the excavation site, Dr. Shivakant Bajapai, Superintending archaeologist, ASI, Bengaluru,
welcomed our team and gave a general introduction to the aims and methods of archaeology. The
students were then taken around the area of excavation. Thereafter, the students were divided in two
batches; while one batch attended the practical session, the other batch was engaged in theory sessions
and vice-versa. In the practical session, Shri Murali Mohan (Surveyor, ASI, Bengaluru circle)
demonstrated to the students the process of laying trench grids. Shri Guru Bagi (Asst. Superintending
Archaeologist, ASI, Srirangapatna) explained the different stages of documentation of artefacts and
features exposed during the excavation and showed how different measurements are taken while
documenting the context of the archaeological remains. Shri Basavaraju Mayachari (Photographer, ASI,
Bengaluru) familiarized the students with the special techniques of photography in archaeological
excavations. The students were then allowed to repeat these exercises independently in small groups. In
the theory session, Dr. R.N. Kumaran (Assistant Archaeologist, ASI, Bengaluru circle) taught the students
about the methods of exploring archaeological sites in addition to the various types of excavation. In
addition, he explained the importance of maintaining a pottery yard in excavation. Post-lunch, the
students visited the Hoysaleshwara temple at Halebidu where they learnt about the basic features of
Hoysala architecture. From there they proceeded back to the excavation camp and saw the important
antiquities unearthed in the excavation. Finally, the students were given first-hand experience of digging
archaeological layers. Dr. V. Shobha, assistant professor of DOS in Ancient History and Archaeology
proposed the vote of thanks.






